CUPW-Calgary Local 

#109 5621-11 Street NE 

Calgary, Alberta  T2E 6Z7
April 9th, 2007

Mayor Dave Bronconnier

City of Calgary

Box 2100 Station M

Calgary, Alberta   T2P 2M5

Dear Mayor Bronconnier:

RE: Trade, Investment and Labour Mobility Agreement (TILMA)

The Canadian Union of Postal Workers Calgary Local is writing to express our members opposition to the city’s decision to move forward with the above agreement which was set to come into effect on April 1s, 2007.  TILMA has the potential to drastically reduce our city’s ability to serve the democratic will of Calgarians.
The agreement allows private sector challenges to government programs and policies. Under TILMA any party may sue the city for up to 5 million dollars if they believe that the City’s programs or regulations damage their investment. The city can be legally confronted more than once by different parties on the same issue making the financial potential even more onerous. 

Our Union feels that such expensive challenges could result in the city shying away from developing new policies or strengthening existing standards.  The ability of City Council members to represent and carry out initiatives for all Calgarians not just powerful business interests should not be constrained by these kinds of agreements.  We strongly maintain that City Council should defend its ability to govern on behalf of all our citizens.
The Provincial Government entered into this agreement without debate in the legislature or allowing for an informed debate amongst municipalities or citizens. The leadership at City Hall can not allow for the same undemocratic stand here. The citizens of Calgary deserve more respect than that.
I welcome an opportunity to discuss this matter in greater depth with you.  Please call Robert Scobel, President of the Calgary Local of CUPW, at 403-730-7015 or by e-mail at rscobel.cupw@shaw.ca 
Yours Sincerely,

Robert Scobel
Robert Scobel
President, CUPW-Calgary Local
cc: E. Stelmach, Premier of Alberta 
      K. Taft, Official Leader of the Opposition-Liberal 
      B. Mason, NDP
      Calgary City Council

      Calgary and District Labour Council

      C. McCallum, CUPW National Director-Prairie Region

      D. Bourque, CUPW National President

      CUPW-Calgary Local Bulletin Boards 

